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Message from the FIVB Presiden
The FIVB Volleyball World Cup 2011 was yet 
another strong endorsement of how competi-
tive our wonderful sport is. Both the men’s and 
women’s tournaments were exhilarating, with 
the fight for a place at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games going down to the wire.
It was captivating to see such competitiveness 
amongst all the teams. Every country obviously 
comes into a competition with the aim to 
compete, but having the ability to do it at such a 
high and consistent level in what is an incred-
ibly gruelling schedule is testament to the hours 
of training each team puts in and the efforts 
made by the backroom staff involved.
The Russian men and Italian women both 
deserve congratulations for their achieve-
ments, clinching the gold medals. Both will be 
encouraged one year out from the Olympics; 
however both will also be aware that a bigger 
challenge awaits them in London. Congratula-
tions also to the Polish and Brazilian men’s 
teams and the USA and Chinese women’s 
teams who joined them on the podium, them-
selves earning a berth to the Games.
The gap between teams is certainly becoming 
narrower and this can only be a good thing for 
the sport. Watching the likes of the Iran men’s 

team pull off a string of victories against teams 
above them in the world rankings is evidence 
that the continued development of volleyball 
around the world is helping nurture the global 
game. I hope that teams who competed at the 
World Cup, and also those that didn’t on this 
occasion, can take inspiration from stories 
similar to Iran’s and use it as a model for their 
own sides.
The Japan teams and the Japanese Volleyball 
Association have to be acknowledged for the 
exceptional job they did in hosting the opening 
Olympic qualification tournament, in the same 
year when tragedy struck their own people and 
country. The JVA’s resolve and determination to 
make the tournament a success grew stronger 
on the back of the earthquake and tsunami 
catastrophe in March and it was encouraging 
to see the high numbers of Japanese public in 
attendance. Every time a FIVB competition is 
held in the country the fans seem to make it 
their own and travel to each arena in their 
thousands but on this occasion it was extra 
special. There was a great sense of comrade-
ship amongst everyone. 

Mr Jizhong Wei

Message from JVA President
I am very pleased and honored to say 
that the 2011 FIVB World Cup Volley-
ball for Men and Women has ended 
successfully, thanks to the local 
organizers of Hiroshima, Nagano, 
Toyama, Sapporo, Okayama, Tokyo, 
Nagoya, Kagoshima, Osaka, Kuma-
moto, Fukuoka and Hamamatsu for 
their great efforts at staging this 
magnificent event here in Japan 
again. After an interval of four years, 
the World Cup has successfully 
returned to Japan and fascinated the 
Volleyball fans not only in Japan but 
also around the world.
Needless to say, the World Cup is one 
of the most highly anticipated and 
spectacular events held every four 
years, and as it grants the ticket to the 
Olympic Games, 12 participating 
teams strive for winning one of the 
three tickets for men and women 
respectively.
My congratulations go to the women’s 
teams of Italy, USA and China, and 

also to the men’s teams of Russia, 
Poland and Brazil for achieving their 
goal of winning a berth in the London 
Olympics. Although they couldn’t get 
a berth, the Japan women’s team also 
displayed a good result and 
impressed the Japanese fans.
My great thanks also go to the 
co-organizer and host TV broadcaster 
of the event, Fuji Television. Their TV 
ratings show that the World Cup 
provided the great excitement of the 
sport also to the TV viewers. I am sure 
the international television broadcast-
ers were as successful as them.
Last but not least, I would like to thank 
the FIVB for their valuable advice, 
without it, we were not being able to 
organize the event. I look forward to 
seeing you all again in the future 
edition of the World Cup.

Mr Taizaburo Nakano
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Snapshot



Italy were once again the queens of the FIVB Volley-
ball Women's World Cup after they successfully 
defended their crown in Japan. They were joined by 
FIVB Volleyball World Grand Prix winners USA who 
finished second and China who clinched third. All 
three join Great Britain at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games next year.

Russia were crowned winners of the FIVB Volleyball 
Men’s World Cup 2011 after 15 days of incredible 
action which unfolded across eight different venues. 
This is Russia’s sixth title in the competition, the last 
coming in 1999, with four more having been won by 
the former Soviet Union (1965, 1977, 1981 and 1991).
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2011 Balance Sheet &
Medal Showcase

Women

 2011 Tokyo (JPN) ITA USA CHN

 2007 Tokyo (JPN) ITA BRA USA

 2003 Tokyo (JPN) CHN BRA USA

 1999 Tokyo (JPN) CUB RUS BRA

 1995 Tokyo (JPN) CUB BRA CHN

 1991 Tokyo (JPN) CUB CHN URS

 1989 Tokyo (JPN) CUB URS CHN

 1985 Tokyo (JPN) CHN CUB URS

 1981 Tokyo (JPN) CHN JPN URS

 1977 Tokyo (JPN) JPN CUB KOR

 1973 Montevideo (URU) URS JPN KOR

 Year Organiser 1st 2nd 3rd

Men

 2011 Tokyo (JPN) RUS POL BRA

 2007 Tokyo (JPN) BRA RUS BUL

 2003 Tokyo (JPN) BRA ITA SCG

 1999 Tokyo (JPN) RUS CUB ITA

 1995 Tokyo (JPN) ITA NED BRA

 1991 Tokyo (JPN) URS CUB USA

 1989 Tokyo (JPN) CUB ITA URS

 1985 Tokyo (JPN) USA URS TCH

 1981 Tokyo (JPN) URS CUB BRA

 1977 Tokyo (JPN) URS JPN CUB

 1969 East Berlin (GDR) GDR JPN URS

 1965 Warsaw (POL) URS POL TCH

 Year Organiser 1st 2nd 3rd
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